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    2017 Holiday House Tour  

Thank you to all the wonderful people who hosted the Lyme Community Foundation’s Annual Holiday House Tour.  Thank you 
to White Caps Winery, Bob and Kris Smith, Beth Mac, Bridgette and Brian Stumpf, Joanna and Thomas Strejau and Erica 
Sherman.  Each tour stop was so welcoming and decked out in holiday décor that helped everyone get into the spirit of the 
holiday season.  The tour ended with a reception at the Copley House.  Thank you Paul Norton for providing such tasty gourmet 
treats!  We are also grateful to our sponsors for supporting this terrific event.  Our 2017 sponsors:  Watertown Savings Bank;  
White Caps Winery;  Jefferson Abstract– Geoff and Barb Donaldson, Keith Goutremout; Citizens Bank of Cape  Vincent; The 
Blue Heron; Bob and Kris Smith, Desserts by Design by Cathy Gallagher.  Thank you to Julie Putnam-Maitag for the lovely 
photos.  Finally, appreciation to all the volunteers who made this event such a success. 



From the President 
  Happy New Year to you and your family. This is 
Lyme Community Foundation’s 20th Anniversary. We 
began this journey back in 1998 when a few local people 
wanted to turn the Copley House into something for the 
community. The first idea was to open a child care center 
but since I worked with The New York State Office of 
Children and Family Services at that time, I knew the 
house could never meet all the regulations required to open 
a child care center. We then began meeting to discuss some 
other ideas for the house. Georgia Borden and Bob Cox 
were looking to donate the house to a Not-For-Profit 
organization so our group began the process to obtain 
501c3 Not-For-Profit status so we could accept the house. 
We finally were able to get approval and the rest is history, 
as they say. It was decided that a community center would 
be the best use for the house so the entire community could 
use it. Without Georgia and Bob’s generosity we would 
not be where we are today.  

 I was on the original board of the Lyme 
Community Foundation so whenever the board is trying to 
figure out how things happened, they look to me.  I have to 
say after 20 years, my memory is not always the best but 
sometimes as I am in the Copley House by myself walking 
around I have to stop for a moment and think back to 20 
years ago and the condition of the house...it was starting to 
fall apart and needed some real TLC. So many people have 
put their blood, sweat, tears and money into this house to 
make it what it is today. Thank you to each and every one 
of you who have played a part in our success. We could 
not have done it without you. The Copley House is 
everyone’s home and it has truly been so exciting to see 
the entire community come together to create such a warm 
and welcoming place for our community.  

 If you are interested in learning more about the 

Lyme Community Foundation or getting involved in some 

way, the board meets the first Saturday of every month at 

9:00 a.m. at the Copley House. You can also call me at  

315-456-8702. Thank you!!  
    Deanna Lothrop, President  
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LYME L IGHT DUE DATES  

Articles are due to the Editor…                                             

February 2018 Issue:    January 17 

 March 2018 Issue:    February  14 

Please forward text and photos to our email address:                  
lymelightnews@gmail.com 

Editor’s Corner 
 We are sharing lots of photos to see in this month’s 
edition.  Why not go to a school event and see our youth in 
action?  Schedules are found in the Watertown Daily Times 

and @lymecsd.org. See You There!  Karen Donahue, Editor 

 To help you welcome in the new year, the Lyme 
Heritage Center has the new 2018 local history calendar 
available for sale for just $10.00.  The calendar and other 
LHC publications are available for sale at the Citizens Bank 
or at the Lyme Free Library. One of the most popular of 
these publications is the Bedford Journal which is a take on 
local history from 1810 to 1844.  We also have two of Clara 
Van Doren’s books, the Point Salubrious 1802 - 2006 and 
the Stone & Brick Houses of the Town of Lyme as well as 
Frank Silver’s Schermerhorn Park Memories.  Plus other 
publications of local interest. 

 Last month we submitted a mystery picture of a 
monument that was in front of the railroad station, probably 
in the 1940s.  We asked for information from the public as to 
what it was for and where it went.  Curiously, there was no 
response.   No one seems to remember it.          

If you have any information on last month’s monument, call 
Phyllis at 315 - 778 - 5180.   

Lyme Heritage Center News 
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Lyme CSD Athletes provide us 
with thrills of a lifetime… 

Thank you  for working so hard, 
playing with integrity and      

giving your all.   

Playing with  

Special Thanks to Julie Putnam-Maitag, our amateur “sports” photographer 
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 Southern Birds 
Moving North 
By Gerry Smith                         

for Ontario Bays Initiative  

  

 

 

  

 Over the last century there have been significant 
northward expansion of the ranges of several southern 
songbirds. Resident species that once occurred no farther 
north than southern Pennsylvania and Ohio have become 
established in parts of the North Country. These include the 
Northern Cardinal, Red- bellied Woodpecker, and Tufted 
Titmouse. Other residents of southern origin, such as Carolina 
Wren and Northern Mockingbird, now occur sporadically. All 
of these birds were virtually unknown in the Thousand Islands 
Region sixty years ago. While several facets may be 
contributing to these expanding ranges, our changing climate 
is likely a major factor. 

  The first southern songbird pioneer was the Northern 
Cardinal, which appeared near Ithaca, New York in 1914. The 
earliest records for Jefferson County occurred around 1960. 
The pattern of expansion for this bird seems to be the one 
followed by other species as well:  these birds seem to 
establish from south to north moving to the Lake Ontario 
shore, then spread eastward along the St Lawrence. Following 
occupation of these sites, populations develop in suitable 
inland habitat. Northern Cardinal is now fairly common 
throughout the North Country with the exception of the Tug 
Hill and Adirondacks. 

  Following the same pattern as its predecessor some 
two decades later was the Red-bellied Woodpecker. This 
species invaded our region from the population in the Ohio 
Valley and southwestern Pennsylvania. Each autumn young 
hatched that summer erupt from their birth regions seeking 
territories of their own. Those that find resources to survive 
until spring thus have pioneered expansion of the species’ 
range. Virtually unknown locally before the 1980s, they are 
now well established in Jefferson County. Expansion 
continues eastward, particularly along the St Lawrence. As 
with all our resident songbirds, this handsome woodpecker is 
easily attracted to well-provisioned bird feeders, which 
probably help their survival. 

  Tufted Titmouse is another bird of southern origin 
that is just becoming established in our region. Beginning in 
the 1980s this “Crested Chickadee” has increased its range 
from southwest to northeast. Initial populations established in 
Ellisburg and Watertown have now expanded north to the St 
Lawrence and are continuing eastward. While harsh winters 
affect survival and reduce local populations, it's clear these 
birds can now maintain viable numbers here. Our bird 
watching forebears of the19th and early 20th century would 
have been astounded by the presence of these southern birds. 
It seems clear they are here to stay, so we can simply enjoy 
their presence.  

Ontario Bays Initiative is a Jefferson County land trust based at the Copley 
House in Chaumont.  More information about OBI is available at 
OBILandTrust.org.  

 The holidays are over.  The seed catalogs may have 
begun to arrive – encouraging us to dream about our spring/
summer gardens. But what can we do – to enjoy now? Winter 
bird watching is a favorite pastime.  There is a wonderful 
article in Bird Watchers Digest that will help bring around your 
favorite feathered friends, which you can find at:             
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/learn/top10/
winter-bird-feeding.php. 

“Open for Business” for our feathered friends! 

      

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

2018 Marks the Bicentennial of the Town of Lyme 

 The design for the community flower pots and 
gardens are complete, and the flowers have been ordered.  In 
keeping with Lyme’s Bicentennial in 2018, the color scheme 
will be Red, White and Blue. 

 

     

 The Biennial Garden Tour is the primary garden club 
fundraiser for the projects we support around the community. 
The Lyme Garden Club steering committee has already met to 
make plans for 2018. The Garden Tour 2018 has a tentative 
date of July 7th. Mark your calendar!  We need your help in 
identifying gardens that might be good additions to the tour. If 
you have noticed some gardens as you drove through the Lyme 
area in the summer, please give us a heads up.  We would be 
happy to approach the gardener.  Sometimes they need just a 
little encouragement to help us. Send the information about 
these gardens to lymegardenclub@earthlink.net. (You can be 
anonymous. We won’t tell.)   

                       

 
 
 
 
 
 

FYI:  The snowy owls have returned to Pt. Peninsula! 

Lyme Garden Club News 

Tufted Titmouse Photo by Lee Ellsworth 

https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/learn/top10/winter-bird-feeding.php
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/learn/top10/winter-bird-feeding.php
mailto:lymegardenclub@earthlink.net


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Drop-in for part or all of this group coloring event for all ages. 
We'll supply colored pencils, crayons, and pre-printed coloring 
pages geared toward adults, featuring beautiful mandala 
patterns, flowers, architecture, etc. Mondays at 1pm.  

 

Library Board Meetings 
The Lyme Free Library’s Board of Trustees meets on the second 
Monday of each month at 6 pm. All meetings are open to the 
public. Changes will be posted on our web site 
lymefreelibrary.org. 

                                                                Library Hours 
Monday 10 to 4, Tuesday 10 to 8, Wednesday 10 to 6, 

Friday 10 to 8, & Saturday 10 to 4 
 

New Prize Winning Books at the Library 
Thanks to a generous donation from a community member we 
have added many prize winning titles to our collection. Stop by 
to view the entire listing.  Here is a sampling: 
 
Adult Books:  Between the World and Me by Coates, We 
Were Eight Years in Power by Coates, Evicted by Desmond, A 
Monster Calls by Ness, The Sympathizer by Nguyen, Plenty 
More by Ottolenghi, Lincoln in the Bardo by Saunders 
 
Young Adult Books:  Girl at War by Novic, When I was the 
Greatest by Reynolds, House of Purple Cedar by 
Tingle, Everything I Never Told You by Ng, Aristotle and 
Dante Discover the Universe by Saenz 
 
Juvenile Books:  The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Barnhill, 
One by Crossan,  Flora & Ulysses by DiCamillo, The Sleeper 
and the Spindle by Gaiman, Little Mouse's Big Book of Fears 
by Gravett, Wolves by Gravett 
 
Books on CD: The Sleeper and the Spindle by 
Gaiman, Between the World and Me by Coates, Just Mercy by 
Stevenson, Sing Unburied Sing by Ward, Told You by 
Ng, Behold the Dreamers by Mbue. 

 
Local Author John Lefevere’s new EBook - Jewels 
& Ghouls 
It’s finally here:  local author John Lefevere’s latest 
eBook Jewels and Ghouls is now available in the NCLS E media 
Library! They solved a 150 year-old murder mystery, so solving 
a 110 year-old theft should be easy!  Steve Stone and Jill 
Matson swing into action again in this contemporary thriller 
and historical mystery sequel to The Scimitar and The 
Snail.  Visit: northcountrylibraries.overdrive.com to view the 
eBook collection. 

    
Shop on AmazonSmile and 
Support Lyme Free Library! 

Lyme Free 

Library 

January 2018 
 

 

 
 

 
Book Talk 

 

Book Talk, our book discussion group meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7pm.  
December – No Meeting 
January 16th – A Spool of Blue Thread by Anne Tyler 
February 20th – On My Own by Diane Rehm 
March 20th – The Warmth of Other Suns by Wilkerson 
April 17th – Evicted by Desmond   Open to all!  Please join us! 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

O’Reilly Prints – Great Gifts! 
Give as is, or frame for an extra special gift. 

Lyme Free Library is offering prints by Local Artist James O’Reilly 
for just $20. Prints feature Sawmill Bay, The Cape Vincent 
Lighthouse, The Copley House, The Chaumont Hardware Store, 
Cove Cottage,  and more! See all of the prints on Facebook! The 
library also has book bags, histories and Lyme Heritage Center 
Calendars for sale. 

Children’s story time 
Every Wednesday at 

11am. 
Stories, crafts & fun!  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Quilting Group- Join us every Tuesday at 6:45 to share 

project ideas and make friends with other quilters. Open to all! 
 

Page 5  
  Volume 20,  Issue 1  

https://northcountrylibraries.overdrive.com/media/3658936
https://northcountrylibraries.overdrive.com/media/3658936


Page 6  

• Web design 

• Programming 

• Computer repair 

• Over 16 years’ experience 
 

www.benrubacha.com  

benrubacha@gmail.com 

Or find him on Facebook 

References available 

(315)783-3893  

 Closed Monday 

Live Music on Weekends 

Friday Fish Fry 

Prime Rib Saturdays  

Full Lunch and Dinner Menu 

Dine-in or Take-out 

315-649-3622                  12260 NYS Rte. 12E                 

Brian Peters 

Plumbing, Heating, Electrical & A/C 
(315) 778-5100 

 

Air Conditioning: New Installation & Repair 

Plumbing: Well & Water Systems, Pressure Tanks, Pipe Repair 

Heating: Boilers, Furnaces, Heat Pumps, Tune Ups, Repair 

Electrical: Troubleshooting, New Service, Upgrades & Repair 

Cottage Opening/Closing: Serving Chaumont & surrounding areas 

Specializing in Modular Home & New Construction Mechani-
cals 

Installations, Service, Repair & Emergencies 

Authorized Dealer: Fujitsu Mini-Splits & Heil HVAC                                 
Credit Cards Accepted 

http://www.bpetersmechanical.com email: heatmiser@tds.net 

 

Welcome Winter! 
 

Shop Hours 
Sunday 10-4 

Wed., Thurs. 10-5:30 
Friday 10-6 

Saturday 10-5  
CLOSED– Mon. & Tues. 

 

315-778-1191  
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The Blue Heron 

 

       Open Monday—Saturday 

                Closed Sundays 

 

                    315-649-2240 

    Happy hour Specials 4-6 pm 

 

              Full Bar and Menu   

           Wing Night Mondays                

                 Taco Tuesdays    

               Fish Fry Fridays  

                       

 $2 drafts, Saturdays, 12-6pm @ the  BAR       

  

Handicapped Friendly~ 

Like us on Facebook 

              www.Theblueheronrestaurant.com    

                 

     “Thank you for 10 great years and counting!” 

Main Street- Chaumont, NY 

Full Service And Competitively Priced!                            

Open 7 Days a week 

Hardware * Soils & Mulch 

Plumbing * Electrical 

Tools * Rental Equipment * Propane 

Bait and Tackle 

Grills *  Paint *  Lumber 

Window and Screen Repair  

And Much, Much More... 

Bay Breeze Golf Links 
 

Bar open evenings 

Wednesday—Friday 3 PM 

Saturday—Sunday 2 PM 

Free Peetza every evening 

          

              A &T Diner Open! 
         Serving Breakfast & Lunch  

             Open Wednesday—Sunday 

 

Free game room— 

Pool, Foosball, Air Hockey 
Great location for afternoon birthday parties.   

Call for details. 

Located on Cheever Road off of 

Old Town Springs Road in Chaumont 

649-GOLF (4653) 
                          Like us on Facebook 

 

VALLEY PEETZA 

 “Good Pizza – Spelled Badly” 

  Open daily at 3:30 pm 

Delivery available 6-8 miles surrounding Chaumont             
315-649-2420    
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