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Travelers along the 500+ mile Great Lakes Seaway Trail route 
will now have several new outdoor storyteller signs to help 
interpret the incredible history found along this National Scenic 
Byway.  On May 25, the Great Lakes Seaway Trail, Inc., with 
assistance of Kathleen Carr, Judy Killmer, Julie Putnam-Maitag, 
Phyllis Putnam and Shirley Williams, unveiled three new full-
color illustrated panels in Chaumont.  The three new, full-color 
illustrated panels are designed to encourage travelers to stop, get 
out and explore the local community. 

“History tourism is a major economic generator for communities 
like Chaumont and others along the Great Lakes Seaway Trail,” 
said Seaway Trail Project Manager, Lynette Lundy-Beck. “We 
are pleased to partner with involved local volunteers to bring 
these unique, always-available learning opportunities to 
tourists and residents. This type of project highlights the 
area's historical importance, boosts the local tourism 
economy and enhances the travel experience along the trail.” 

Designed by artist and landscape architect Robert 
McNamara the interpretive panels feature illustrations, 
timelines, and a map of the Great Lakes Seaway Trail that 
follows 500 miles of shoreline along the St. Lawrence River, 
Lake Ontario, the Niagara River and Lake Erie in New York 
and Pennsylvania.   One panel chronicles the Village’s 
namesake James LeRay de Chaumont’s importance in the 
early settlement of Jefferson County.   Another panel 
provides an “Architectural History Walking Tour” of the 
Village. A natural history-theme storyteller panel featuring 
the "Geology of the Great Lakes Seaway Trail" completes 
the three-sided kiosk.  

Federal Highway Administration funding administered through 
the New York State Department of Transportation has 
supported the development of this project and the continued 
expansion of the Great Lake Seaway Trail signage 
system.  “The Great Lakes Seaway Trail takes travelers through 
regions that were, and still are, significant American landscapes,” 
said Lundy-Beck.  “We look forward to the development of more 
story-teller panels along the trail this summer to foster public 
interest, knowledge and investigation into the rich history and 
heritage of the trail.” 

Learn more about history and interpretation on the Great 

Lakes Seaway Trail online at Seaway Trail – Visit the Great Lakes 

Seaway Trail National Scenic Byway - New York and Pennsylvania’s 

premier vacation destination along the shores of the St. Lawrence River  

New Great Lakes Seaway Trail Outdoor           
Storyteller Panels Installed in Chaumont  

2017 Lyme Central School Prom   
By Katelynn Kron, LCS Student 

(left to right)  Donald Bourquin, Town Councilman , Phyllis    
Putnam, Lyme Heritage Center, Judy Kilmer, Kathy Carr, Lyme 
Improvement League, Sue Siefert Lyme Garden Club 

 On Saturday, May 20, 2017, the class of 2018 from 
Lyme Central School held its annual Junior Prom. It began 
with the Grand March at the Copley House where all      
attendees gathered, then proceeded from the house to be 
introduced formally to all who came to see the beautiful 
gowns and handsome tuxedoes. At 2 o’clock, the crowning 
began with the crowning of  Keerah McCratic as Queen, 
Billy Locy as King, Esther Ososkalo as Princess, Slater 
Bushen as Prince, Kalei Davis as Duchess, and Brandon 
Sprague as Duke. Pictures were taken, followed by dinner 
before heading to prom. 

 The year’s prom was held at The Loft at T.I. Win-
ery, Alexandria Bay, from 6 to 9 pm. The Loft is rustic but 
also very elegant. It is an old barn with plank floors, original 
beams wrapped in lights, and an amazing second floor view 
from the party area. Music was provided by Troy Ashcraft, 
and many snacks were served. Everyone celebrated together 
to make a memory last a lifetime. We are thankful we can 
include our community in this wonderful event. 

http://www.seawaytrail.com/
http://www.seawaytrail.com/
http://www.seawaytrail.com/
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LYME L IGHT DUE DATES  

Articles are due to the Editor…                                             

July 2017 Issue: June 21 

August 2017 Issue:   July 19 

Please forward text and photos to our email address:                  
lymelightnews@gmail.com 

Editor’s Corner 
Dear Reader, 

We hope for the best and plan for the worst as many in our 
area continue to battle high water levels.  Special 
recognition goes to all the volunteers who gave so much to 
help neighbors in their time of need.  Literally thousands 
of sand bags were filled, placed and high water levels near 
roads and buildings monitored.  Our local fire departments 
are commended for their unending commitment to help 
out.  I ran into a local firefighter at the store recently and 
thanked them for their service; they told me “this is what 
they do...no thanks was necessary”.   I disagree!  We 
gratefully appreciate all the help, concern and commitment 
shown by so many for residents of our local area. 

   Karen Donahue, Editor 

Summer Movies Are Back Again! 
                                                                                             
The Lyme Community Foundation will again                   
present Summer Movies on the Copley House Lawn. This 
year, we feature some classic sports films:     
                
"The Sandlot", Friday June 30th; "Field of Dreams", 
Friday July 21st; and "Rocky", Friday August 18th.  
All shows start at dusk. All shows are FREE thanks to a 
grant from the Northern New York Community Foundation 
and our community sponsors. Hope to see you there! 

2nd Annual Haunted House 
Planning and Committee meetings for the 2nd Annual Haunted 
House have begun!  A theme to tie events together is under 
development. The Planning Committee has been meeting 
monthly. There are lots of crazy scary ideas flowing!   

Volunteers are already offering to help with planning and the 
main event. The Haunted House will again be held the Thur.-
Sat. before Halloween.  Contact Cari Greene at The Blue 
Heron Restaurant if you’re interested in volunteering as a 
builder, actor, or a runner. 

Donations are needed for items including rolls of large heavy 
black plastic, tarps, large tent canopies, nursing uniforms, and 
caps, medical scrubs (all sizes), area carpets and runners.  
Donations of bottled water and candy will be needed as the 
event gets closer. Items may be left at The Blue Heron. We’ll 
ask for other items as we get closer to the big event. 

From the President 
 

As President of the Lyme Community Foundation I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the local fire 
departments and everyone that has volunteered to fill 
sandbags and help our local community during the recent 
flooding. Also thank you to everyone who has donated 
food to feed all the volunteers and to our neighbors who 
have kept an eye on homes and cottages to make sure they 
are safe. This is what makes living in a small community 
so wonderful. We know the damage would have been so 
much worse without the dedication and determination of so 
many people. Praying that the water levels will go down 
soon and that all boaters are able to safely enjoy their time 
on the water this summer.  

We would like to thank the Garden Club for preparing the 
gardens and planters around the Copley House in time for 
the Lyme Prom on Saturday, May 20th. Everything looked 
absolutely beautiful and it made for a picture perfect 
setting for the day. We appreciate all of your hard work to 
make the Copley House look so wonderful. 

Congratulations to the Lyme Central School Class of 2017 
on their graduation. We wish you the best of luck and hope 
all of your future dreams come true.  With summer arriving 
be sure to check out the calendar of events in the Lyme 
Light because there will be many exciting events 
happening in our community for families. 

Happy Father’s Day to all Dads and Grandfathers. We 
hope you all have a wonderful day!! 

Deanna Lothrop, President  

Acte II  

Time to take another look in the 

closet.  Down a size?  Up a size?  

Just need a change?! 

Acte II is the place to go! 

Donate – gently used women's cloth-
ing 

Shop  - find a needed/wanted  addi-
tion to your wardrobe 

For more information, please call: 

Lynda Carney-  649-5224   or  Carol 
Lively- 649-2799 

Arrange a time to meet at Acte II in the beautifully restored 
Copley House. 

HOURS:  Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays  

11:00-3:00 pm 



  Volume 19,  Issue 6  Page 3  

 

 

 

 

 

Are your kids ready to chill out this summer?  They 
won’t want to miss a minute at Operation Arctic, the 
most welcoming place around! At Operation Arctic, kids 
will learn about the coolest book on the planet (the Bi-
ble!) as they enjoy songs, crafts, games, goodies, and 
dramas.  Vacation Bible School at Operation Arctic will 
be flurry of fun and excitement, so contact us today! 
We’re calling all explorers to join us for an amazingly 
cool adventure! 

June 25-29,  6:15 P.M. - 8 P.M., First Baptist Church of 
Three Mile Bay, For information call (315) 836-8299 or 
go to: www.fbctmb.com 

 

Scenes from 2017 Area Flooding 

http://www.fbctmb.com
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• Web design 

• Programming 

• Computer repair 

• Over 16 years’ experience 
 

www.benrubacha.com  

benrubacha@gmail.com 

Or find him on Facebook 

References available 

(315)783-3893  

 Closed Mondays 

Live Music on Weekends 

Friday Fish Fry 

Prime Rib Saturdays  

Full Lunch and Dinner Menu 

Dine-in or Take-out 

315-649-3622                  12260 NYS Rte. 12E                 

  

 

Brian Peters 

Plumbing, Heating, Electrical & A/C 
(315) 778-5100 

Air Conditioning: New Installation & Repair 

Plumbing: Well & Water Systems, Pressure Tanks, Pipe Repair 

Heating: Boilers, Furnaces, Heat Pumps, Tune Ups, Repair 

Electrical: Troubleshooting, New Service, Upgrades & Repair 

Cottage Opening/Closing: Serving Chaumont & surrounding areas 

Specializing in Modular Home & New Construction Mechani-
cals 

Installations, Service, Repair & Emergencies 

Authorized Dealer: Fujitsu Mini-Splits & Heil HVAC                                 
Credit Cards Accepted 

http://www.bpetersmechanical.com email: heatmiser@tds.net 

 

 

The H&H Food Pantry is open to anyone living in the 
Town of Lyme.  We are located behind the Presbyterian 
Church , 27532 Main Street, Chaumont, NY.  Look for the 
little white building with the red door.  Our mailing 
address is:  PO Box 176, Chaumont, NY 13622 

Although we do help in emergencies, our normal 
distribution day is every Thursday.  In any event, we do 
ask that you PLEASE call before Thursday, speak slowly 
and leave your name and phone number.  We will return 
your call as soon as possible.  We will have your food 
ready and waiting for you at the agreed time.  

CONFIDENTIALITY is important to the Food Pantry.  
Only the person taking the calls in her home will know 
your full name and contact information.  We use first 
names only at the Pantry.    

Since January 1st of 2017, we 
have served 23 families          
(79 individuals). 

Donations may be left in box at 

the local Post Office or may be 

left in gray box outside the 

Pantry Door. 

Your Food Pantry & Harriet’s 

Angels thank you for your 

donations. 

 

 
Welcome Spring! 

 
May Shop Hours  

Saturday 10-5,  
Sunday 10-4  

Or by Appt. 
 

315-778-1191  
 

Lyme Food Pantry News 
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Bay Breeze Golf Links 
Bar open evenings 

Monday—Friday 3 PM 

Saturday—Sunday 2 PM 

Free Peetza every evening 

          

              A &T Diner Open! 
       Serving Breakfast & Lunch  

             Open Wednesday—Sunday 

 

Free game room— 

Pool, Foosball, Air Hockey 
 

Great location for afternoon birthday parties.   

Call for details. 

Located on Cheever Road off of 

Old Town Springs Road in Chaumont 

649-GOLF (4653) 
                           Like us on Facebook 

 

VALLEY PEETZA 

 “Good Pizza – Spelled Badly” 

  Open daily at 3:30 p.m. 

Delivery available 6-8 miles surrounding Chaumont 

         CHAUMONT     315- 649-2420                    

 

 

The Lyme Heritage Center is now open for the season.  The 
hours are:  Monday and Tuesday 10 to 12; Wednesday and 
Friday 1 to 3 or by appointment by calling Julie at 315 - 649 
- 5452.  The Center has hundreds of binders and folders on 
local history and family information.  We invite you to come 
and browse. 

The June program will be a 
presentation by Dr. Laurie 
Rush, the    Cultural Resources 
Manager and Army Archaeologist 
stationed at Fort Drum.  Dr. Rush 
will talk about our founding     
fathers, James and Vincent     
LeRay.  This program will be 
Sunday, June 11 from 2 to 4 in the 
Heritage  Center facility in the old 
Grange Hall in Three Mile Bay. 

For the July program we are inviting some of the town    
elders to talk about their memories of old Town of Lyme 
and the public is encouraged to attend and contribute to the 
discussion.  We aim to record the local history and ask the  
public’s help.                                                                          

*Lyme Heritage Center is located in Three Mile Bay, corner of 
Academy & Depot Streets 

Lyme Heritage Center News  

                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lyme Community Foundation was kind enough to 
open the doors of the Copley House to allow Lyme Cen-

tral School to host two successful dances. Lyme Central 
School’s National Honor Society hosted a dance for the 

middle school, grades 6-8, and the Lyme Central 
School’s Student Council hosted a dance for the high 
school, grades 9-12. The Copley house is so incredibly 

beautiful, both organizations planning the dances felt no 
need to go crazy on purchasing decorations. During the 

middle school and high school dances empty cans of 
soda were collected and the money from the cans will be 

donated to Trevor Weston and his family. An over-
whelming number of students that attended the dance 
said that Copley House was the perfect place to host our 

Decades Dance.    

LCS Students  Enjoy Copley House  
By Brightlynn Sharlow, LCS Student Council President    

CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER 

 June  21,  July  19,  Aug.  16 

Three Mile Bay Methodist Church 

Main St, Three Mile Bay, NY 

Adults $10 - Children $5 -  

Under 5 yrs. old free 

Serving from 4 pm till gone.  

Take Outs available !
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The Town of Lyme will be 200 years old in 2018.   We thought 
it would be interesting to write a time line of historical events 
leading up to our bicentennial.   We found so many interesting 
facts that we couldn’t fit it all in one issue; part 1 of our time line 
appeared in the May Lyme Light and part 3 will be printed next 

month.   
1812:  In June General Jacob Brown convinced the citizens of 
Chaumont to build a blockhouse for protection against the 
British.  (The blockhouse stood about where the Chaumont 
bridge meets Circle Drive now.)  It was furnished with a cannon 
that someone found at the isthmus of Point Peninsula and sold to 
Jonas Smith for two gallons of rum.  

1813:  A company of British soldiers camped overnight on 
Point Peninsula en route to attack Sackets Harbor.   One soldier 
deserted, made his way across Chaumont Bay, and exposed the 
plan to residents of Point Salubrious.  They were able to get 
word to Sackets in time to alert the American troops.  

1815:  James LeRay de Chaumont built a turnpike from Cape 
Vincent to Brownville (the route of the current Route 12E).  
There was no bridge at the Chaumont River; it had to be crossed 
by rowboat, scow, or poling on a raft.  At some later point a rope 
ferry was introduced.  

1816-1855:  The catch of Chaumont Bay ciscoes using seine, 
scoop, gill, and pound nets exceeded 10,000 barrels annually.  

1816:  A Baptist congregation was established on Point 
Salubrious and became the first organized religious gathering in 
the town.  

1816:  Simon and Jared White, lumbermen squatters, were the 
first settlers on Three Mile Point.  

1816:  Peter, Benjamin, and Richard Estes were among the first 
settlers in what is now Three Mile Bay.  

1818:  Eight Wells brothers arrived from New Hampshire and 
began to clear the thick woods along what is now the Ashland 
Road, creating the Wells Settlement.  

1818:    On March 6 Lyme was formed out of the larger town of 
Brownville.   The new Town of Lyme included all what is now 
Cape Vincent and part of the town of Clayton.  Eben Kelsy, a 
native of Lyme, Connecticut, offered the name for the new 
town.  

1818:  Sebra Howard, William Wilcox, Oliver Wilcox, and John 
Wilcox, with their families, were the first permanent settlers on 
Point Peninsula.  

1820:  The population of Lyme was 1,724.  

1820:  Peter and Richard Estes built a sawmill at the mouth of 
Three Mile Creek.  It stood for many years.  

1822: The town offered a bounty of $15 for wolves and $10 for 
their whelps.  Bears and wolves were troublesome to early 
settlers.  

1823:  Vincent LeRay began construction of a 16-foot wide toll 
drawbridge over the Chaumont River.  

1823: Lyme’s standing militia, known as the “Floatwood 
Company,” participated in an attack on “trespassers” (the 

British) on Grindstone Island.  The only death was that of a 
man whose own gun accidentally discharged.  

1825:    The Davis Brothers opened the first limestone quarry 
in Chaumont.  

1825:  The population of Lyme was 2,565.  

1828:  The Point Peninsula Post Office opened.  

1828: “Malignant fevers” (malaria) swept through the 
populace, killing an untold number of citizens.  The death toll 
must have been very high, as the epidemic is mentioned 
somberly in several different histories for the next hundred 
years.  

1830: The population of Lyme was 2,873.  

1831:    The Presbyterian Church of Chaumont was formed 
with 18 members, of whom 11 were named McPherson.  The 
church originally met in a stone schoolhouse at the corner of 
Main and Washington Streets, across from the present 
Masonic Temple.  

1832:  Asa Wilcox and S. Howard began shipbuilding on 
Point Peninsula.  The first ship built there was the schooner 
New York. It was the beginning of Lyme’s shipbuilding 
industry, which endured into the 20th century.  

1832:  Chaumont’s first shipyard was built by William Clark.  

1833:  William and Timothy Dewey purchased 1,000 acres of 
land from Vincent LeRay.  The land was swampy, but 
covered with valuable timber, including many ash trees.   It 
became known as the Ashland Farm.  

1833:  Lyme’s first temperance organization was formed on 
Three Mile Point.  

1833: Seven family members drowned when their skiff 
overturned on Chaumont Bay near Point Peninsula:  Jesse 
Farman, Curtis Farman and his wife and child, Charlotte 
Farman Collins, her husband Alva, and their infant.  It 
remains Lyme’s single most deadly accident.  

1834:   Alexander Copley moved to Chaumont after buying a 
store, sawmill, and a gristmill from William Clark.  

1834:  There were 90 males and 96 females born in the town.  

1835:  John Reed, Charles Leonard, and Benjamin Estes were 
the only men living in Three Mile Bay until they were joined 
by Asa Wilcox in this year.  Wilcox founded a shipyard in 
Three Mile Bay from which he launched 48 vessels between 
1835 and 1853.   

1835:   According to the New York State Census, Lyme was 
home to 2,012 males, 1,804 females, 343 non-naturalized 
aliens, 365 men subject to militia duty, 672 men entitled to 
vote, 8 “persons of colour not taxed,” 4,054 head of cattle, 
881 horses, 5,455 sheep and 3,874 hogs.   The census also 
noted the number of yards made in homes; that year Lyme 
produced 3,640 yards of flannel and other woolen cloths and 
2,819 yards of linen, cotton, or other thin cloth.  

1835:  Chaumont had three taverns, but no 
churches.  (Although Lyme was home to several religious 
gatherings, no church buildings had yet been built.  Religious 
groups met in homes or public buildings.) 

     A Lyme Time Line, Part 2: 1812 to 1835 
                           Historical Notes from the Lyme Heritage Center                      

                               By Phyllis, Margaret, and Julie Putnam 



Since its start in 1994, the Lyme Garden Club has found several 
tools that help us in our gardening tasks. We thought we would 
share them with you as you prepare for another growing season 
in Lyme.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atlas 370 Garden Club Gloves - These gloves come in 
assorted pastel colors in several sizes. The thin nitrile coating 
provides excellent flexibility. Nitrile is stronger than rubber, 
protecting palms and fingertips.  The fingertips are soft and 
pliable enough for easy weeding. Once you try a pair of these 
you’ll never use any other gardening glove. The garden club has 
sizes S and M for sale at $6.00. 

Wilcox 10” Gardeners Pointed Trowel - Great for fine 
cultivating, the 10” All-Pro Gardeners Special Trowel features 
stainless-steel construction, a smooth narrow blade, a 
comfortable plastic grip and a sharp sturdy one-piece design for 
easy digging. The red handle makes it easy to find. This tough 
trowel is the go-to digging tool.  Our price is $15.00. 

Long Handled Floral Shovel - This is the ultimate shovel for 
general gardening use. It’s perfect for digging holes for planting 
and transplanting. The smaller head (6”x 8.25”) makes it ideal 
for planting annuals and putting a great edge on your garden 
beds. The longer (43”) handle and lighter weight make this 
shovel user friendly. This is a FLORAL shovel and is known in 
the gardening industry by that name. Our price is $20.00. 

3 Quart Feed Scoop - Available at any farm supply store-this 
very basic tool is ideal for scooping soil for use in containers or 
gardens. The square shape with angled corners make filling 
window boxes, planters or just planting in your garden a breeze.  
You’ll wonder how you did without this handy device for so 
many years.   

The Garden Club has these tools available for purchase or you 
can find them on the web. If you would like to purchase any of 
these items from the Club, please email Sue Seiffert at 
lymegardenclub@earthlink.net. 

On Wednesday, June 7, Garden Club members are taking a road 
trip to Solecito’s Nursery in Syracuse for a tour and Hefner’s 
Garden Center in North Syracuse.  We will also be stopping for 
lunch.  Please consider joining us.  If you are interested, we will 
meet at the Copley House at 8:30 AM.  Contact 
lymegardenclub@earthlink.net. Carpooling is necessary. Lyme 
Garden Club membership is $25, and provides you with 10% 
discounts on bedding plants at three local garden centers. 

Do you have any gardening questions? If you send them to 
lymegardenclub@earthlink.net, we will try to answer them.  If 
we have the questions by the 15th of the month, we hopefully 
will provide the answers in the next month’s Lyme Light News.  

Help Beautify Lyme– Remember to pick up trash on the first 
Saturday of the month on your road frontage! 

Page 7    Volume 19,  Issue 6  

Lyme Garden Club Notes   
 

    The Blue Heron 

              Open Monday—Saturday 

                     Closed Sundays 

                         315-649-2240 

         Happy hour Specials 4-6 pm 

 Full Bar and Menu                        

 Wing Night Mondays                

       Taco Tuesdays                                    

       Fish Fry Fridays  

                       

 $2 drafts, Saturdays, 12-6pm @ the  BAR       

 Handicapped Friendly~ 

 Like us on Facebook 

           www.Theblueheronrestaurant.com 

                    

   “Thank you for 10 great years and counting!” 

Main Street- Chaumont, NY 

Full Service And Competitively Priced!                            

Open 7 Days a week 

Hardware * Soils & Mulch 

Plumbing * Electrical 

Tools * Rental Equipment * Propane 

Bait and Tackle 

Grills *  Paint *  Lumber 

Window and Screen Repair  

And Much, Much More... 

mailto:lymegardenclub@earthlink.net
mailto:lymegardenclub@earthlink.net
mailto:lymegardenclub@earthlink.net
http://www.theblueheronrestaurant.com/


Lyme Free Library 

 
A sincere thank you to all those who voted  

to support The Lyme Free Library!  

We appreciate your vote of confidence and look 
forward to the year ahead. 

 

Author Meet & Greet – William Kowalski 
William Kowalski will read from and sign copies of his new 
novel, THE BEST POLISH RESTAURANT IN BUFFALO. A blend 
of historical and modern fiction, the book spans 107 years 
in the life of a Polish-American family in Buffalo, New York. 
Presenting William Kowalski will be internationally-
beloved, best-selling author and local resident Ellen 
Wiseman, who will be giving away five copies of her new 
book, The Life She was Given. June 6th at 6:30. 
                                                  

Let’s Get Creative!  
Summer Reading Program 

Thanks to the generosity of local businesses, Lyme Free 
Library is able to offer a Summer Reading Program for 
children in grades K through 6. Sessions will be held on 
July 11th & 25th, August 8th & 22nd. Sessions to include 
making clay fish bowls with Serena from The TI Arts 
Center, painting with Tracey Jean and making wind chimes. 
We will also visit the glass blowing studio of Foster 
Holcombe & Theda Hansen. Participants that attend 4 of 
the 5 sessions and keep a reading record will earn a gift 
card to Barnes & Noble Bookstore. Call the library at 315-
649-5454 to register. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult. A special Thank you to: Watertown Savings Bank, 
Citizen’s Bank, Becker Cleveland Home, Stewart’s Shops 
and The Price Chopper GOLUB Foundation. 

 

 
 

Our  

Victorian Tea Party  
was a Huge Success! 

A Special Thank You To  

Cathy Gallagher 
 and all who attended! 
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Ellen Wiseman’s New Book 
The Life She Was Given 

From acclaimed author Ellen Marie 
Wiseman comes a vivid, daring novel about 
the devastating power of family secrets -
beginning in the poignant, lurid world of a 
Depression-era traveling circus and coming 

full circle in the transformative 1950s.  Release date July 
25th – Preorder your copy today. Book Signing at the 
Library on July 27th at 6:30 pm. 
 

Silent Art & Antique Auction 
The Board of Trustees of The Lyme Free Library are 
planning their Annual Summer Auction and are seeking 
donations of artwork and antiques. Items will be on 
display and silent bids will be taken until 2pm on August 
12th. Photographs of all items and current bids will be 
listed on the Library’s Facebook page. Donations should 
be dropped off at the library as soon as possible. 
 

Items Currently on Display & Ready for Bids! 
Wilson Bickford Painting - Hand Painted Snowman Sled 

Cake Plate from Turkey - James O’Reilly Windjammer Print 
Small Hand Painted Paddle with Blue Heron Painting 

James O’Reilly Original Painting of Sackets Harbor 
Waterfront - Waterbury Brass Clock 

 
 

It’s a Monster! 
Summer Sculpting Class for Kids 

Join us for our Kid’s Sculpting Class with local artist Tracey 
Jean. Kids of all ages (with parent‘s assistance for the 
younger ones) will sculpt monsters of their own making 
using paper clay and sculpting tools. We sculpt on July 
19th, and return on July 26th to paint. Both classes run 
from 1 to 2 pm. $15 per student covers both classes and 
all supplies. This is a popular class – It fills up quickly! 
Reserve your spot today – Call 649-5454. 
 
 

 
Library Hours 

Monday 10 to 4, Tuesday 10 to 8, Wednesday 10 to 6, 
Friday 10 to 8, & Saturday 10 to 4. 

 



 
 
 
 

O’Reilly Prints – Local Scenes 
Lyme Free Library is offering prints by Local Artist James 
O’Reilly for just $20. Prints feature Sawmill Bay, The Cape 
Vincent Lighthouse, The Copley House, The Chaumont 
Hardware Store, Cove Cottage, the Cape Vincent 
Lighthouse, and more! See all of the prints on Facebook! 

 

Free Spaces for Authors & Artists  
Lyme Free Library is currently taking applications for our 
annual book sale. Spaces are Free for authors and artists - 
2 spaces max. You must supply your own tables and 
weather protection. Advanced registration is required. 
August 12th - 9 am to 3pm - Rain or shine! Please call 315-
649-5454 by August 1st. The earlier you sign up, the more 
exposure you will get through our advertising!  
2017 Participants to Date: The Lavender Lady, Bottles by 
Joy, Hepler Soaps, Story Teller Regi Carpenter, Lyme 
Heritage Center, Julia Gosier, Author Margaret Nagel, 
Artist Tracey Jean & Artist Dawn Vincent. 
 
PLEASE NOTE – The library will only be able to accept book  
donations from August 1st through the 12th due to storage 
restrictions. We will not be accepting text books, 
magazines, VHS tapes, encyclopedias or books in poor 
condition (mold…). 
 
 
 

Yoga 
Hula Dancing  

& Musical Theatre! 
 

 
Yoga Basics Friday July 14, 10:30 - 12. Heather Miner. Ages 
10+. $10. Bring the kids, relax and enjoy an introduction to 
the basics of yoga!  
 Hula Dance Wednesday July 19, 4:00 - 5:30. Ezra Gonzales. 
$10. If you have ever wanted to learn how to hula or have 
previous experience, please join us for this summer 
workshop at the Lyme Free Library! You’ll feel comfortable 
learning hula and the Spirit of Aloha. 
Musical Theatre Friday July 21, 10:30 - 12.  Ages 6+. $10. –
Use your imagination, sing, dance and have fun!  Rhonda 
Foote studied theater at Hartwick College as a theater arts 
and dance minor. She spent a semester in London, 
studying theater. She has owned and operated a local 
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dance studio for 30 years and has choreographed 
numerous local musical theater productions, including 
Watertown Lyric Theater's recent production of White 
Christmas .  Please call JCC at 786-2385 to register. 
 
Free Computer Classes at The Lyme Free Library! 
The North Country Library System offers workshops on various 
computer topics. Each  class is a one-time workshop held at The Lyme 
Free Library. All workshops are free! Please  call 649-5454 to register. 
iPad Class June 13th at 6pm 

 
 

 

 

Book Talk, our book discussion group meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7pm. Open to all - Please join 
us! 
June 20th – A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman 
July 18th – Station 11 by Emily St. John Mandel 

 
 

   Quilting Group 
Are you a quilter? Do you want to 
get out and meet with others who 
share your interest? Join us every 
Tuesday at 6:45 to share project 
ideas and make friends with other 
quilters. Open to all! 

 

Sail into Reading Story Time 
Lyme Free Library Story Time is a fun learning experience 
that parents and children can share together. Sessions 
include stories, songs, finger plays, and crafts for 
children.  Please join us on Wednesdays at 11 am.  

 
Shop on AmazonSmile and 

Support The Lyme Free Library! 
 
 
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way 
for you to support Lyme Free Library every time you shop 
on Amazon, at no cost to you. No need to set up a new 
account - You use the same account on amazon.com and 
smile.amazon.com. Your shopping cart, Wish List, orders, 
and other account settings are the same.  

 



 Changes at Copley House 
                                 By Deanna Lothrop 

If you haven’t visited the Copley House in the past few weeks you 
will be very surprised to see some major changes. After 20 years 
of having carpeted floors the Board made the decision to try and 
restore the floors to the original hard wood. We started with the 
two large rooms and were extremely excited to see how wonderful 
they look. They are absolutely beautiful and bring out the charm 
of the old wood to create an inviting space for many events that 
take place at the house. We hope to paint the walls and possibly 
refinish other floors in the future. We would like to thank every-
one who uses the house for their patience while the rooms were 
unavailable for use. We definitely feel it was worth the wait.  A 
special thanks to Reggie Schweitzer and Mark Salmens for com-
pleting the work for us. We love our new floors!! 
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Village of Chaumont  
The new website for the Village of Chaumont, 
www.villageofchaumont.com  continues to offer more content, 
with the current Water Use Law available in the site’s 
Document Center tab. The local Sewer Law is coming to the 
site soon, among other codes, rules and meeting minutes.  

A new local law covering fences is now in effect for Village 
residents, after the regulation was adopted by the Village 
Board of Trustees and filed with the New York State in April. 
The rules, and the entire zoning law for the village, can be 
accessed on the village website (click: government > 
departments > zoning, then download the zoning law).   A 
fence permit will be required for erecting, altering or replacing 
a fence or a retaining wall within the Village of Chaumont, 
and will cost $10.  Village Clerk Karen Fitzgerald requests 
that applicants contact the Village Office at 315-649-2900 
with any questions or to apply for a permit.    

 

 

 

 

Town of Lyme 
The state of emergency declared by Governor Cuomo on May 
2nd will continue until June 2nd, unless extended by further 
declaration. According to NOAA water level measurements 
taken at Oswego, the peak level for May was 248.92 feet on 
May 19th. NOAA projects an average for May of 248.56 feet 
above mean sea level. 

With the town also operating under a state of emergency, 
Town Supervisor Scott Aubertine has marshalled numerous 
local resources, and also groups from neighboring towns to 
protect buildings and structures. Chaumont Assistant Fire 
Chief Heather Jackson reports a force of about 400 volunteers 
working to fill sandbags in May. Town employees, the 
Chaumont and Three Mile Bay Fire Departments (aided by 
eight other departments from across Jefferson County), Cape 
Vincent prisoners, the National Guard, and many individuals 
worked long hours during May—filling sandbags to ward off 
flood damage to buildings. Of the 85,000 sandbags filled, The 
National Guard filled close to 30,000. Overall, 15,000 
volunteer man-hours went into the operation this month.  

The crisis is not likely to be over any time soon, however. 

Long term measurements of the lake show that Ontario’s level 
remains high for at least a month after it peaks each year, so it 
may be late June before levels come down. Assessing damage 

may also take some time, but as full accounting as possible is 
very important, according to the Town Board. The town 

website states that a “more organized and thorough review 
will be developed in the next month or two once the waters 

subside and damage is more visible.  For now, we will remain 
proactive and try to get a head start on acquiring any 
information we can.” Town residents should go to 

www.townoflyme.com for more information on how to report 
property damage and the number of sandbags used. 

   Town & Village News                       
 By Terry Brennen, Lyme Light Chair 

http://www.villageofchaumont.com
http://www.townoflyme.com
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ited budget, and appreciate the public's generosity.

 

We are working on designing the 2018 historical calendar.  There are still a few of the 2017 calendars left.  Please take adv
our extensive collection of historical and genealogical documents by visiting our facility in the Old Grange Hall in Three Mi
on the hours listed above or call Julie Gosier at 315 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

                         American Robin Photo by Julie Covey 

June is the peak for the singing of birds in the Thousand Is-
lands. As a morning person, I am often thrilled when the first 
American Robin sounds off at 4 AM as the solstice ap-
proaches. Soon the cacophony of the dawn chorus of many 
species begins to welcome the rising sun. I understand why 
some folks whose habits are more nocturnal may wish that 
the bird world might keep different hours. More than once I 
have been asked" Why must these blank-blank birds make so 
much noise when I am trying to sleep?!" 

  

My polite rejoinder is basically that they have a life, and ter-
ritorial song is an essential part of it.  While those humans of 
poetic and romantic nature may ascribe birds’ singing to the 
pure joy of life, I'm afraid the reality is more mundane. In 
general most bird song we hear is territorial, and is given by 
the male. Its message is crystal clear to other males of the 
same species. The communication is “this territory and all 
resources within it, including females, are mine so don’t even 
think about trespassing."  For the most part this works and 
usually prevents physical confrontations that have the poten-
tial to injure both potential male combatants. 

  

While songbirds make other sounds, such as alarm calls 
when a hawk appears, territorial song is what most humans 
associate with birds. Most species at our latitude begin sing-
ing on their breeding grounds when territory is being defined. 
For resident species such as Northern Cardinal and Black-
capped Chickadee, song begins in February. For many of our 
migrants from the Tropics, such as warblers, vireos and fly-
catchers, they begin singing as they approach regions where 
they breed. Thus you will hear migrants to the boreal forest, 
such as Blackpoll Warbler, singing in the Thousand Islands 
in May whereas in the southeastern US two weeks earlier 
they utter nary a note. 

  

Bird song has a shelf life each year, peaking in June and ear-
ly July and declining thereafter. Once the territory has been 
successfully established, nests built, and young brought into 
the world, other demands develop. Soon feeding hungry 
mouths and preparing for fall migration dominate daily activ-
ities. By late July and early August most species have 
stopped singing and our landscape seems strangely silent. 
Then we must look forward to late winter and spring of the 
coming year when the cycle begins again.  

Ontario Bays Initiative is a Jefferson County land trust based at the 
Copley House in Chaumont.  More information about OBI is availa-
ble at OBILandTrust.org  

 

  More Photos… 

          More Fun! 
 

 

       2017 LCS Prom  

Bird Song: Communication With a Purpose              
By Gerry Smith for the Ontario Bays Initiative 

Decades Dance 2017 
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