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 Lyme will explore having a public park in the center 
of the village after a unanimous vote by the Town Board on 
August 9th. Having a public park on the Chaumont waterfront 
has been discussed for years. A prior effort, in 1999, stalled due 
to lack of agreement among property owners. 

 Now, a major parcel of waterfront, situated south of 
Main Street, across from the Town Offices and near the 
village's commercial district, is up for sale by Geordie H. 
Magee. Acquiring one of the last undeveloped parcels in the 
Village of Chaumont would clear the way to realize a major 
part of a revitalization plan completed in 2015. The Chaumont 
River Corridor plan, funded by state grants, held informal 
public meetings of local residents and a park in Chaumont was 
supported as a great opportunity for revitalization. 

 Comments at the Town Board meeting were 
supportive of acquiring the property for a park. Town 
Councilman Dan Villa noted that grant opportunities to 
purchase or develop the property would be easier to obtain 
since there was a development plan in place. He made the 
motion for Town Supervisor Scott Aubertine to meet with the 
Town's attorney, Mark Gebo, "as soon as possible, to see what 
we need to do to move forward with the acquisition of this 
property for a park for the Town of Lyme and Village of 
Chaumont." The board unanimously approved the motion.                                                                                   
 Since the meeting, Town Supervisor Aubertine 
reported that the Town Board will be meeting with the Town 
Attorney at 6:30 pm on Monday, August 28th to ask 
questions, gather information and receive legal advisement.  
The meeting is open to the public.  

Town Board Votes on Waterfront Park 

  

 Do you recognize 

this person?            If you do, 

please help    

       Glenn Dodge celebrate his   

100th Birthday                                  

at the Chaumont Fire Hall on                  

October 14, 2017 , 1-4 pm                       

Everyone is invited.   

 NO gifts PLEASE. 

2017  Chaumont Sunset  by Deanna Lothrop 

Digital illustration courtesy of Mike Harris 



 

From the President 
     Where did the summer go? I have overheard many 
parents saying they are ready for their children to go back 
to school so they can get back into a routine. I know when 
my own children were little there is something very special 
about this time of year when we look at our children and 
are amazed by how much they have grown since last year. 
Time just seems to fly by so fast and before you know it 
they are off to college. My advice to young parents is 
treasure every moment you have with your children when 
they are little and make lots of memories.  

     My family has had fun over the summer by spending it 
close to home and doing “Staycations” instead of traveling 
far away. Our local area is abundant with things to do in 
the summer and we sometimes forget how beautiful it is. 
My family enjoys taking bike rides around Pt Salubrious, 
taking nightly walks, spending weekends on our boat out at 
Cherry Island, jet skiing out on the lake, playing some corn 
hole and recently spent a day in Kingston enjoying the 
sights. One evening we bought pizza and wings and went 
out for an evening cruise and a little tubing in Chaumont 
Bay. We have also had many bon fires, played some golf, 
had plenty of dinners out on the deck and have enjoyed 
going out for ice cream. It sounds pretty simple and maybe 
even boring to some but for me this is what summer 
memories are all about. We plan to continue doing these 
things into September  for as long as we can. Let’s keep 
our fingers crossed.  

     I am really hoping that since we had such a late start to 

our summer, we will have a beautiful fall. I always look 
forward to fall with cooler temperatures, picking apples, 
Octoberfest in Cape Vincent, and baking all the delicious 

fall foods that fill our house with the aroma of apples and 
pumpkins. I hope you all have a wonderful Labor Day and 

for those who will be leaving Chaumont and our area after 
the holiday, we look forward to seeing you again next 

year!!                                             Deanna Lothrop, President  
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LYME L IGHT DUE DATES  

Articles are due to the Editor…                                             

October 2017 Issue:  September  13 

November 2017 Issue:   October 18 

Please forward text and photos to our email address:                  
lymelightnews@gmail.com 

Editor’s Corner 
Dear Readers, 

      Summer is fading slowly and fall is calling us like a 
shiny, copper penny on the sidewalk.  Think of all the 
wonderful elements of the season—football and soccer 
games, cool mornings and bright sunny days, kids running 
through piles of leaves, pumpkins and apples waiting to be 
picked and enjoyed.  What is your favorite memory, 
aroma, or sounds of the season? To this day, I can smell 
the freshness of a new box of crayons, remember hurrying 
home before dark, (dark arrived so much earlier), getting 
bundled up for the Friday night football game and bonfire 
at school.  And then there are the planners of the world, 
our neighborhood squirrels, who work so industriously to 
save their bounty for the colder days to come.  Ah, fall the 
season of bright colored leaves and the fruits of a bountiful 
harvest.  Enjoy. 

Karen Donahue, Editor 

First Day of School– 
Tuesday, September 5 

Lyme CSD Open House– 
Friday, September 1        

3:30-5:00 pm                  

Plan on more traffic and 
students walking to school 

Acte II  

Time to take another look in the 

closet.  Down a size?  Up a size?  

Just need a change?! 

Acte II is the place to go! 

Donate – gently used women's 
clothing 

Shop  - find a needed/wanted  
addition to your wardrobe 

For more information, please call: 

Lynda Carney-  649-5224   or  
Carol Lively- 649-2799 

Arrange a time to meet at Acte II in the beautifully 
restored Copley House. 

HOURS:  Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays  

11:00-3:00 pm 

Copley House –Home of the Lyme Community Foundation 



kept handing credit for what they did to each other), is the 
Bayview Manor project, which began as senior housing. Glenn 
told of going to Farmer’s Home in Watertown in 1971 and 
asking for $750,000 to build the place. They looked at him and 
asked, “Who are you?” He returned with the funds.  Both Glenn 
and Kent were on the board there for many years. 

      I asked what they would like to see accomplished, and the 
response from both of them was that the town needs more 
volunteers in many areas. Glenn pointed to the work of the 
Garden Club volunteers, and their flowers along the street, and 
Phyllis Putnam’s and Julia Gosier’s efforts with the Heritage 
Center, and others who give their time to local causes.  

     They took a sip of their water, and Kent quipped “The Cape 
Vincent water tastes a lot better now, they’re taking it from the 
top.”  Glenn chimed in, “But forget the froth.” 

     Glenn and Kent are fine examples of people who serve their 

community, and we are all benefiting from their efforts.   

 

Howard Blank is a local resident and amateur photographer 
who has graciously allowed us to include his work in the Lyme 

Light.  Thank you Howard Blank for sharing your photos with 
our readers.  
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     Recently, I had the pleasure of sitting down with Kent Wiley 
and Glenn Dodge to talk about their accomplishments and 
contributions to the Lyme community. We met at the Town 
Office, and made ourselves comfortable. Karen brought the men 
cups of water. Both of them are lean and fit, and neither looks 
his age.  

       Most Lyme Light readers are familiar with the lives of 
these nonagenarians, but it was all new to me. I was edified and 
entertained, and I thank them for sharing their stories of the 
things they did here. 

     Glenn, who will celebrate his 100th birthday in October, 
began with his years of teaching on Grindstone Island before 
joining the Army, which was gearing up for World War II. He 
described many experiences in the U.S. and in Europe. Kent 
joined with his own stories, having served in the Pacific theater, 
and they traded inside jokes and barbs for quite a while. I was 
jotting down some notes, and often one of them would gesture, 
and say, “Don’t put that down!” 

     Eventually, we got back to local history. Glenn joined the 
Chaumont Fire Department as a volunteer, for 68 years, the last 
15 as fire police and arson investigator, among other duties. He 
told me about the old equipment they used, and the first pump 
truck which didn’t have a siren. Instead, it carried a bell which 
the man riding shotgun rang. Kent was attached to the Three 
Mile Bay Fire Department, and was on the ambulance squad. In 
his dryly humorous way, he said, “Mostly, we just loaded them 
in the back and drove like hell.” In those days, the fire 
departments were the centers of town activities, and many 
examples were given.  

     Kent was raised on a farm, and one day when he was 12, his 
father sent him out with the horses and a walking plow. After 
the first day, his father told Kent he would never make a 
plowman. Kent says that was the best day of his life. A bit later, 
his brother took Kent to the woodlot with the big crosscut saw, 
and after that experience, Kent’s brother told him he would 
never make a saw man. He says that was the other best day of 
his life.  

     Glenn’s family got their first TV in 1952, a 6 inch version 
with a round screen. Glenn says everyone gathered to watch the 
snow on the screen, when neither station could be brought in. 
After a few years, the World Series was broadcast live, and 
Kent said that quite often you’d see the ball. (Glenn wasn’t all 
that serious either, he just asked me to omit various comments 
more often.) 

     We talked about the trains, two a day, that drew hay to New 
York City for the street horses, and limestone, pulpwood, and 
passengers occasionally. I learned about the jump press for 
baling hay- a vertical contraption which was loaded with hay, 
and one or two men or boys jumped up and down on a platform 
to compress the hay into a bale, which was wrapped by a horse 
team circling the device.  

     Among other duties, Kent served 11 years on the school 
board, 8 years on the town board, and several years on the 
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service, which 
originated in 1961 as an agency of the USDA, and which 
administered farm programs, loans, bought commodities, and 
other programs.  

     The achievement they are most proud of, (although each one 

Making A Difference, Giving Back– Thank You Glenn and Kent 
 By Ed DeMattia 

Photo courtesy of Howard Blank 
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ited budget, and appreciate the public's generosity.

 

We are working on designing the 2018 historical calendar.  There are still a few of the 2017 calendars left.  Please take adv
our extensive collection of historical and genealogical documents by visiting our facility in the Old Grange Hall in Three Mi
on the hours listed above or call Julie Gosier at 315 

Chaumont at the Center of an Art 
World Mystery By Margaret Putnam Brennen 

 In February’s Lyme Light I wrote about the famous 
painting “Sunset Over the Ice on Chaumont Bay” by 
Frederic Edwin Church.  Since then, evidence has emerged 
that the painting may not have been created by Church at 
all.  In fact, it looks like Frederic Edwin Church never 
visited Chaumont. 

 As I described in my article, a volcano erupted on 
the island of Krakatoa in the Pacific in August 1883; 
particulates in the atmosphere caused spectacular sunrises 
and sunsets around the world for several months.  I wrote 
that Church, a world-famous artist, had traveled to 
Chaumont in December of that year to paint a picture of the 
fiery sky.  I first learned of the Church story when reading 
Simon Winchester’s book Krakatoa: The Day the World 
Exploded (2004). 

 A few weeks ago the Lyme Heritage Center 
received a letter from Tim Glas, a summer visitor to Point 
Peninsula, pointing us to Peter Caledon Cameron’s painting 
“The Ice On Chaumont Bay.”  I was astonished to find that 
Cameron’s painting is virtually identical to the one 
attributed to Church.  It shows the same view, uses similar 
colors, is painted in the same style, and is dated just one day 
prior to the Church painting.  (Cameron’s painting was 
inscribed with the date December 27, 1883 and Frederic 
Edwin Church's picture was painted on December 28, 1883, 
according to the Smithsonian Institution).  

 There’s a very important difference in the 
paintings, however: Cameron’s painting has an inscription 
on the bottom that reads "Sunset on the Eve of Mr. & Mrs. 
G.    Dillenbeck's Silver Wedding Anniversary. Dec 27 
1883. Presented with the Artist's Compliments."  I believe 
he is talking about George and Ellen Hoxie Dillenback of 

Chaumont, who were married in 1858, and therefore would have 
celebrated their silver (25th) anniversary in 1883. (Cameron 
spelled the name "Dillenbeck" on the painting, but the name is 
"Dillenback" on their mausoleum in Cedar Grove Cemetery.)   

  George Dillenback (1835-1905) was one of the wealthiest 
men in Chaumont in 1883; he grew up in Chaumont, but built a 
business as a partner in a livestock brokerage in New York City 
and Albany, auctioning off cattle that were shipped by train down 
from the North Country.  In July of 1883 Dillenback was living 
full-time in Albany, but he bought the Musgrove Evans house in 
Chaumont to use as his northern base/summer home.  (Side note: 
 his granddaughter murdered her husband and then shot herself in 
that house in 1922.)   

  The artist Peter Caledon Cameron (1852-1934) was born 
in Scotland.  In 1883 he was certified a “British government art 
master.”  It appears that he traveled widely (one of his paintings is 
of the Ganges River in India).  Somehow, by December of 1883 
found himself in Chaumont.  Newspaper articles show that he was 
in Jefferson County (at least from time to time) for the next few 
years, and he seems to have been living in Watertown in 1886. 

  Cameron traveled throughout New York, New Jersey, 
and southeastern Pennsylvania painting watercolor 
landscapes.  By 1900 he was living in Philadelphia and creating 
illustrations for a science fiction novel by Franklin Littell (whose 
writings were similar to Jules Verne’s).  Cameron liked to put 
descriptive inscriptions on his works; in one he identified himself 
as a “diplomaed biologist.”   In 1914 he was listed as a Zoologist 
on the Advisory Council of the Wagner Free Institute of Science 
of Philadelphia, so it sounds like he did have legitimate scientific 
credentials.  However, on his death certificate and in all census 
records that I can find, his occupation was always listed as “artist.” 

  Given that Church's painting is almost identical to 
Cameron's, appears to have been painted from the same spot, and 
was dated the day after Cameron's, I came to the conclusion that 
Church and Cameron must have been traveling together, and that 
perhaps both had stayed as guests at the Dillenback house.   I 
figured that it couldn’t be just a coincidence that two famous 
artists were in Chaumont, painting in the same spot, at the same 
time. 

  So I contacted Ida Brier, the archivist at Olana, Frederic 
Edwin Church's Hudson River mansion, which is now a State 
Historic Site.  I ran my thoughts past her.  She dug in to the 
archival material on Church and to our surprise found 
documentation that Frederic Edwin Church was in Mexico in 
December 1883.  She even looked into his whereabouts on 
December 28, 1888 (in case there was a misreading of the date on 
the painting), but found that on that date he’d written a letter 
stating that he was at Olana.  She could find no evidence that 
Church had ever traveled to Chaumont. 

  She also told me that, other than his architectural sketches 
for the design of Olana, Church had never been known to work in 
watercolors.  (On the other hand, Peter Caledon Cameron worked 
exclusively in watercolors.) 

  She and I were also both struck by the coincidence that 
“Sunset Over the Ice on Chaumont Bay,” which has for years been 
known in the art world as the work of Frederic Edwin Church, is 
in a private collection in Philadelphia, where Peter Caledon 
Cameron spent the last four decades of his life. 

  My suspicion is that Cameron was the artist of both 
paintings.   Cameron never married or had children, so I'm not 
sure who would have inherited his works upon his death.  I have to 
wonder if someone found an unsigned painting and took the 
liberty of attributing it to a much more famous, and lucrative, 
artist.      Continued on pg. 5 

“Ice on Chaumont Bay”- Cameron 

“Sunset Over the Ice– Dec. 28,1883– Church 



 

 

     The 2018 historical calendar produced by the Lyme 
Heritage Center is now available for sale.  The pictures are of 
some of the houses in the Chaumont Historical District.  We 
are able to sell the calendar for the very reasonable price of 
$10.00.  

     The Center will be open until October 8th on  the regular 
days of Monday & Tuesday 10 to 12 and  Wednesday & 
Friday 1 to 3.  In addition to the 4000 family files we have a 
over one hundred notebooks on items of local interest. There 
are binders on the Yacht Club, Point Salubrious, Point 
Peninsula, the Grange, shipping, and Old houses of the North 
Country, just to name a few. 

      The September program will be a presentation on the 
ship the A. E. Vickery by historian Julie Gosier.  The A. E. 
Vickery is a wooden three masted schooner that lies in the 
water just off the Rock Island shoal.   The ship struck a rock 
and sunk. The ship's captain, had requested that a pilot be 
brought on-board to guide them. Fifteen minutes after the 
pilot boarded the ship, the vessel struck rocks and sank. 
Immediately the captain pulled a gun on the pilot.   Come see 
what happens next!!   

      This program will be on Sunday, September 17th at the 
Three Mile Bay Fire Hall from 2 to 4.  The public is invited, 
there is no charge. For Infor. call Julie at 315-649-5452  

                                                                                               
Come to Indian SummerFest, at the Crescent Restaurant in 
Chaumont on Friday, September 8, opening at 6 pm & 

Saturday, September 9, at noon. The festival planners have 

partnered with the Resolution Center of Jefferson and Lewis 
Counties again this year, an agency that provides a wide 
range of programming for families in the North Country.  
Proceeds from the benefit concert will also benefit Mark 
Mason, one of our local musicians who has also given much 
of his time and talents to the region. 

He has been diagnosed with Glioblastoma, a form of brain 

cancer.  Mark your calendars, brush off your dancing shoes, 

and come out to support your community!  For more details 

about Indian SummerFest, visit us on Facebook https://

www.facebook.com/

IndianSummerfest or contact 

festival organizers Travis Fulmer at 

315-408-7405 or Mike Lively at 

315-778-9798. 
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 Bay Breeze Golf Links 
 

Time to Golf!!! 

Course open daily 

 

Bar open evenings 

Wednesday — Friday 3 PM 

Saturday—Sunday 2 PM 

  Free Peetza every evening 

          

                A &T Diner Open 
                 Serving Breakfast & Lunch  

 Wednesday—Sunday 

Located on Cheever Road off of 

Old Town Springs Road in Chaumont 

315-649-GOLF (4653) 
                           Like us on Facebook 

 

VALLEY PEETZA 

 “Good Pizza – Spelled Bad-
ly” 

  Open daily at 3:30 p.m. 

Delivery available 6-8 miles surrounding Chaumont  

CHAUMONT                  

Lyme Heritage Center News 
Continued from pg. 4                                                                   

(In 1979 Church’s “The Icebergs” sold for $2.5 million, 
making headlines and setting a new record for the highest 
amount ever paid for an American painting.  In contrast, 
Cameron’s Chaumont painting sold at auction in 2012 for 
only $385.)                  

I’m continuing to research this, but unfortunately, I’ll have 
to leave it at that for this month.  In the meantime, I’m 
afraid that somebody in Philadelphia has a painting that is 
worth much less than they think it is.  

Sources: Conversations with Ida Brier, the Librarian/Archivist at Olana 
State Historic Site 

·Skinner Auctioneers &Appraisers at http:/Schwarz Gallery of 
Philadelphia-                                                                                          
http:// www.schwarzgallery.com/artist/330/Peter-Caledon -Cameron 

·Watertown Daily Times Archives through NYS Historic Newspaper 
http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/titles/places/new_york/jefferson/ 

·1882 Albany City Directory  

·Dillenback family records on Ancestry.com 

·Krakatoa: The Day the World Exploded By Simon Winchester 
(excerpt available at  https://books.google.com/) 

·Temple Univ. archives https://sites.temple.edu/librarynews/tag/people/ 

·Smithsonian Institution collection-
http://collections.si.edu/search/results.htm?q=record_ID:siris_ari_178167 

https://www.facebook.com/IndianSummerfest
https://www.facebook.com/IndianSummerfest
https://www.facebook.com/IndianSummerfest
https://sites.temple.edu/librarynews/tag/people/
http://collections.si.edu/search/results.htm?q=record_ID:siris_ari_178167


     This year’s summer season has certainly come with some 
new hurdles, whether you’re in the tourist or agricultural 
industry. The unexpected high-water levels have affected not 
only our seasonal residences, but also many of our tourist 
related businesses. The people of the north country are very 
resilient and will certainly overcome these temporary 
challenges. 

     Our Chamber of Commerce recently held its annual 
Community Days. The weekend was highlighted with an 
amazing Fireworks display and an all-day Craft Fair held on 
Saturday at the Lake Ontario Gift Shop. Special thanks to 
Amanda Miller for organizing and promoting this fun event. 
Our annual Town Wide Sales held in mid-August were again a 
success, due to the efforts of Karen Fitzgerald. 

     As we enter into our early Fall season, our next big event is 
the annual Chamber Dinner to be held on Oct. 5th. This year our 
dinner will be at the Crescent Restaurant featuring Gail Miller, 
White Caps Winery, as our guest speaker. This is always a fun 
night.  Why not thank your employees and friends by bringing 
them to this event? 

     Our annual Photo Contest is under way with applications 
available at the Citizens Bank or contact Lynn Chavoustie. 
Judging and contest awards will take place at our annual 
dinner. The final event of this season is the annual Christmas 
Decorating Contest, open to all residences and businesses in the 
Town of Lyme. 

     The Chaumont—Three Mile Bay Chamber of Commerce is 
very proud to have nearly seventy members. Our goal is to 
have all businesses in our area as members, and you will be 
amazed how your business will grow as we work together as a 
group and continue to buy locally. Contact Terri Petrie at 315-
489-3873 or  Tpetrie103@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHICKEN AND BISCUIT 
DINNER 

Three Mile Bay Methodist 
Church 

Main St, Three Mile Bay, NY 

Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15 

Serving 4- till 

Adults $10 - Children $5 - Under 5 yrs. old free 

  Take Outs available !
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Chamber of Commerce News 
                          By Terry Petrie, President 

The Chaumont-Three Mile Bay Chamber of Commerce’s 
“Lyme through the lens” 

Photo Contest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enter photos size 5x7 taken in the Town of Lyme 

Entry forms may be picked up and dropped off at Citizens 
Bank in Chaumont 

Entry fee: $2.00 
Submitted anytime before Friday September 29th   

Judging to take place at the annual chamber dinner in October   

1st place:      $100.00 
2nd place:       $75.00 
3rd place:        $50.00 

                  For more information contact Lynn Chavoustie at 
315-767-7512        Or email at chavhouse@gmail.com                     

mailto:Tpetrie103@gmail.com
mailto:chavhouse@gmail.com


      What a fantastic start to the 2017-18 school year! We were 
all happy to WELCOME all K-12 students and their families 
to Open House on Friday, September 1, 2017.  We were very 
excited to “unveil” the updates made in our Gymnasium over the 
summer, including the installation of a fantastic new Score 
Board and a newly refinished floor and stage! Many thanks to 
the LCS Varsity Club and the many LCS volunteers for all their 
hard work fundraising!    

      We welcomed several new staff members to LCS this school 
year.. Please be sure to say hello to:                                    
Nathan Abel—ELA Teacher, Kristine Cole—Mathematics 
Teacher, Lydia Doolittle—ELA Teacher, Jennifer Haynes—
Vocal Music Teacher, Kelly Voorhees—Library Media 
Specialist, Phyllis Pangallo-Scott—Teacher Assistant  

Here are a few reminders as we get the new School Year 
underway: 

      We need your help and thank you in advance for your 
cooperation:  All visitors and guests are expected to report to the 
main office each time they enter the school building during 
regular business hours.  Under no circumstances should visitors/
guests go directly to a classroom without first signing in and 
obtaining a visitor’s pass from the main office.  Thank you for 
helping ensure the safety of our students and staff!  

      Support our Home/School Partnership  We recommend that 
parents sign up for access to the Parent Portal.  The Parent 
Portal provides parents and legal guardians  access to the School 
Tool student management system to view information (grades, 
attendance etc.) pertaining to your child/children through a 
secure site.  Call or email Mrs. Peg Stevens in our Guidance 
Office at pstevens@lymecsd.org to register for the Parent Portal! 

      We are seeking qualified and interested individuals to 
serve as Substitutes.  If you are interested in subbing,, please 
fill out an application at your earliest convenience: 

Wanted:  Bus Drivers, Cafeteria Workers, Cleaners, 
Teachers, Classroom Aides/Assistants 

It’s Tax Time!  September 1, 2017 through October 31, 2017   

      Please make checks payable to Lyme Central School 
District, and remit to Mrs. Vicky Barbour, Lyme Central School 
District, P.O. Box 219, Chaumont, NY 13622. No penalty:  
September 1, 2017 through October 2, 2017; 2% penalty 
October 3 through October 31, 2017. After October 31, 2017, 
send tax payments to the County Treasurer, 175 Arsenal St., 
Watertown, NY 13601.  Lyme Central School offers a 
voluntary installment payment option, too.  Lyme Central 
School Business Office, is open M-F from 9 am – 3 pm. 

IMPORTANT:  Again this year parents and caregivers are asked 
to complete the Federal Lunch Application and return it to 
school.  These confidential forms could help  the District  
receive additional financial aid to support programs and qualify 
for additional state and federal grant money!  Fill out the 
application and send it to Mrs. Stevens, even if you believe your 
family won’t be eligible.                                                       

      As always, it’s our pleasure to serve LCS families and 
friends.  On behalf of our entire staff and the Board of 
Education, I thank you all for your dedication and support. 
Wishing you all a happy and healthy 2017-18 school year—I 
look forward to seeing you soon!           
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    The Blue Heron 

              Open Monday—Saturday 

                     Closed Sundays 

                         315-649-2240 

         Happy hour Specials 4-6 pm 

 Full Bar and Menu                        

 Wing Night Mondays                

       Taco Tuesdays                                    

       Fish Fry Fridays  

                       

 $2 drafts, Saturdays, 12-6pm @ the  BAR       

 Handicapped Friendly~ 

 Like us on Facebook 

           www.Theblueheronrestaurant.com 

                    

   “Thank you for 10 great years and counting!” 

Main Street- Chaumont, NY 

Full Service And Competitively Priced!                            

Open 7 Days a week 

Hardware * Soils & Mulch 

Plumbing * Electrical 

Tools * Rental Equipment * Propane 

Bait and Tackle 

Grills *  Paint *  Lumber 

Window and Screen Repair  

And Much, Much More... 

Letter from Lyme CSD School  

Superintendent Cammy Morrison 

mailto:pstevens@lymecsd.org
http://www.theblueheronrestaurant.com/


Lyme Free 
Library 

 
 

Artist Showcase - Wine and Cheese 
Reception for Local Artist  

James O’Reilly at the Library! 
Jim is a self-taught artist and photographer who finds the 

inspiration for his paintings from the beauty  
of Chaumont, the Coast of Maine and country scenes. 

Sunday, September 24th 4 to 5 pm.  
 

Please join us - Artist’s Reception at the 
library at 4, followed by dinner at             

The Crescent! 
 

 

Pulled Pork and Barbecued 
Chicken Dinner to Benefit the 

Library! 
Pulled Pork, Chicken, Corn on the Cob, Salt 

Potatoes, Salads & Dessert! Sunday, 
September 24th. - 4 to 6pm. 

Advance tickets available at the library. - $25 
per person.   

At the Crescent Restaurant, Chaumont. 

 
Quilting Group 

Are you a quilter? Do you want to get out and meet with others who 
share your interest? Join us every Tuesday at 6:45 to share project ideas 
and make friends with other quilters. 
Open to all! 
 

Shop on AmazonSmile and Support The 
Lyme Free Library! 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 
support Lyme Free Library every time you shop on 
Amazon, at no cost to you.  
No need to set up a new account - You use the same 
account  on amazon.com and smile.amazon.com.  

           Your shopping cart, Wish List, orders, and other 
            account settings are the same. 
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Thank You! 
Thanks to all who helped to make our book sale such a huge 
success!  A special thank you to all of the artists, authors, 
crafters and community groups that helped to make the day one 
of our best!  We wouldn’t have been able to do it without the 
wonderful donations of books, art work and baked goods, and 
the help of many volunteers. And of course a special thanks to 
all who attended!  Your donations and purchases help support 
the wonderful programs and collections offered at The Lyme 
Free Library! 

 

 
  

O’Reilly Prints – Learning to Sail! 
Lyme Free Library is offering prints by Local Artist James O’Reilly for just 
$20. Prints feature Sawmill Bay, The Cape Vincent Lighthouse, The 
Copley House, The Chaumont Hardware Store, Cove Cottage, the Cape 
Vincent Lighthouse, and more! See all of the prints on Facebook!       
    

StoryTime 
               Every Wednesday at 11am 
      Stories, crafts & fun! 
 

 
New Books!  September & October 

The Life She Was Given by Wiseman, Late Show by Connelly, Look 
Behind You by Johansen, Nearness of You by Garlock, Women Who 
Flew For Hitler by Mulley, Undaunted by Palmer, Beloved Hope by 
Peterson, Two Nights by Reichs, Collared by Rosenfelt, Despicable Me 3 
by Chesterfield, Spy School by Gibbs, Wooden Boats of The St. Lawrence 
by Kunz, Biggest Baddest Book of Caves by Kuskowski, My Awesome 
Summer by P. Mantis, Zora’s Zucchini by Pryor, King by James, Witches 
of New York by McKay, Game of Ghosts by Connolly, Down a Dark Road 
by Castillo, Garden of Small Beginnings by Waxman, Alexander 
Inheritance by Flint, Cold Hearted River by McCafferty, Lightkeeper’s 
Daughter by Pendziwol, Little Loon by Hodgkins, Duchess by Steel, Café 
by the Sea by Colgan, Child by Barton, Seven Stones to Stand or Fall by 
Gabaldon, Serenity Harbor by Thayne, Golden Hill by Spufford, 
Birdwatcher by Shaw, Unsub by Gardiner, Come Sundown by Roberts, 
Use of Force by Thor, Store by Patterson, Without Fear or Favor by 
Tanenbaum, Lying Game by Ware, Map of the Heart by Wiggs, Need to 
Know by Michaels, and many more! 

                                               
 

Book Talk, our book discussion group meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7pm. Open to all!  
September 19th – Inside O’Briens by Lisa Genova 
October 17th – Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 
November 21st –The End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe 
December – No Meeting 
January 16th – A Spool of Blue Thread by Anne Tyler 
February 20th – On My Own by Diane Rehm 

 



invasive species that spread too quickly to maintain control. 
There are many useful book and online resources to assist in 
this planning. 

Judy Killmer’s presentation will explain in greater 
detail each of these methods.  If you are unable to attend, or 
have already missed the meeting date, you may email 
lymegardenclub@earthlink.org to request a copy of her 
outline. 
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 On Thursday, August 31 at 7PM at the Copley House, Master 
Gardener Judy Killmer will give a presentation about Dividing 
Perennials. Everyone is invited. But since many of you may not read 
this Lyme Light until after that date, here are some highlights of her 
discussion.  

WHY would you want to take divisions? Your plants send you signals:     
Flowers get smaller and fewer each year. 

Plant shows less vigor each year. 

Stems get tangled (traffic jam in your garden). 

Plant has outgrown space. 

Plant may develop a hole in the center, like a donut. 

Plant now flops and needs staking. 

         Other reasons to divide plants: 

You may simply want more plants. 

You want to share plants with your friends. 

You want plants that are “true to the parent”. 

Satisfaction in seeing rejuvenating effect on plants. 

There is a general Rule of Thumb – Divide spring flowering 
plants in the fall, and fall flowering plants in the spring.  But within that 
time frame, there are other recommendations based on the root systems 
of your plant.  They could be Spreading Root Systems (e.g. Monarda, 
Cranesbill Geranium, Coneflowers, etc.), or Clumping (e.g. Hosta, 
Daylily, Peony, Sedum), or Rhizomatous (e.g. Iris) or Woody or Tap 
Rooted – each with their own way of digging, separating and finally 
planting.  

Since I am always looking for ways to avoid the work of plant 
division, here are some situations to plan for in advance. When planning 
your garden, get familiar with the division requirements of your plants.  
Look for perennials that can go several years between divisions.  Avoid 

Lyme Garden Club News 

mailto:lymegardenclub@earthlink.org


Songbirds for Insomniacs  
By Gerry Smith for the Ontario Bays Initiative                                               
Photo by Lee Ellsworth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

 Most of the songbirds that breed in northeastern North 
America and winter in the New World tropics migrate at night. 
Such habits evolved as protection against the aerial predators 
active during daylight. It was an ideal strategy, until we humans 
came along and placed tall structures toward the heavens. 
Unfortunately, high buildings, towers, wind turbines, and the 
like take a heavy toll of night migrants via collisions. While 
bird-sensitive lighting helps reduce impacts, these impediments 
still threaten small travelers on their journeys. 

  The journey of southbound migration for songbirds 
begins with a few species in mid-July, and swells to a torrent by 
mid-August. From then through mid-October, the skies of the 
northern hemisphere will be filled with nighttime travelers. At 
our latitude this flow will slow to a trickle by November, 
generally ceasing by the end the month. These movements are 
hard for earth bound humans to study, and many mysteries 
remain unknown. Until recent decades, the best available 
method for observation was watching the surface of the moon 
with a telescope as birds passed across it. This method has 
many limitations (including a small visible area and an inability 
to identify species) but on nights near the time of a full moon 
it's still useful and fun. 

  Two 21st century methods have recently developed 
that are more effective. On nights when heavy migrations occur, 
around and after passage of a cold front, both viewing Doppler 
radar images and acoustic sampling provide new data.  By 
checking the NOAA Montague NY Doppler radar and other 
similar radars, one can see the regional image of birds and other 
nocturnal critters aloft. The best viewing occurs on nights when 
no precipitation activity is near. Bird images range light blue to 
gray black on the screen. From about a half hour after sunset to 
just before sunrise, the overall pattern of night migrant birds 
passing through our region is very apparent. 

  Radar watching can't identify species, but another 21st 
century technique can. Acoustic sampling uses species-specific 
flight calls that night-migrating birds emit at regular intervals. 
While currently in its infancy, night migration listening shows 
great promise. The casual observer can use just their ears, but 
most detailed listening is done with a sensitive computer-based 
microphone. I recommend a visit to the web site Old Bird Inc. 
(http://www.oldbird.org), one of the pioneers of acoustics. So, if 
insomnia or other demands have you up in the wee hours on a 
cool autumn night, check the radar -- if it's lit up, go outside and 
listen.    Ontario Bays Initiative is a Jefferson County land trust based 
at the Copley House in Chaumont.  More information about OBI is 
available at OBILandTrust.org. 
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 The Copley Asylum is sure to be a haunting 
experience!  The Haunted House Committee has been hard at 
work since January making plans, designing props and 
perfecting scare plans for this year’s Haunted House.  The 
imagination and creativity of Committee members is really 
something to behold and guarantees that this event will be 
another huge success. Everything will be new and exciting!  

 Like last year, volunteers are needed to help build 
props and the outdoor maze, role play and guide tours.  A 
Committee member will be visiting Lyme Central School in 
the fall to recruit students to participate and secure Community 
Service Hours.   

 Donations are needed for various items, and the list is 
growing. Currently we are in need of nursing uniforms, caps, 
lab coats, scrubs (especially white), bed linens, metal baby 
cribs, hospital beds, cots, wheelchairs, pallets, area rugs and 
runners, and bags of candy for the trick-or-treat matinee.  
Donations may be left at the Blue Heron Restaurant.  

 Save the dates of  October 26th, 27th, and 28th  to kick 
off your Halloween celebration! We look forward to seeing 
everyone again this year! 

2nd Annual Haunted House  

Yellow-Rumped Warbler  
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• Web design 

• Programming 

• Computer repair 

• Over 16 years’ experience 
 

www.benrubacha.com  

benrubacha@gmail.com 

Or find him on Facebook 

References available 

(315)783-3893  

 Closed Monday 

Live Music on Weekends 

Friday Fish Fry 

Prime Rib Saturdays  

Full Lunch and Dinner Menu 

Dine-in or Take-out 

315-649-3622                  12260 NYS Rte. 12E                 

Brian Peters 

Plumbing, Heating, Electrical & A/C 
(315) 778-5100 

Air Conditioning: New Installation & Repair 

Plumbing: Well & Water Systems, Pressure Tanks, Pipe Repair 

Heating: Boilers, Furnaces, Heat Pumps, Tune Ups, Repair 

Electrical: Troubleshooting, New Service, Upgrades & Repair 

Cottage Opening/Closing: Serving Chaumont & surrounding areas 

Specializing in Modular Home & New Construction Mechani-
cals 

Installations, Service, Repair & Emergencies 

Authorized Dealer: Fujitsu Mini-Splits & Heil HVAC                                 
Credit Cards Accepted 

http://www.bpetersmechanical.com email: heatmiser@tds.net 

 

Welcome Summer! 
 

Shop Hours 
Sunday 10-4 

Mon, Wed, Thu 10-
5:30 

Friday 10-6 
Saturday 10-5  

CLOSED– Tuesdays 

315-778-1191  
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